Heroin Education Leadership & Prevention Partnership


The Environmental Strategies for the Community Action Plan (ESCAPE) is a comprehensive, 

community-wide plan to prevent and reduce heroin use in Fall River.  Under this plan, four environmental 

strategies (enforcement, education, communication and collaboration) will be utilized to change the 

environment to encourage and reinforce healthy decisions and make it harder for unhealthy decisions.


A key component of ESCAPE will be a newly created seven-week seminar series specifically 

designed for community members.  The Heroin Education Leadership and Prevention Partnership (HELPP) 

uses a two-prong approach to teach about drug abuse from the enforcement side and the prevention and 

treatment sides.  The goal of HELPP is to provide information and skills to participants to assist them in 

addressing the various issues related to drug abuse in their community and their neighborhood.


HELPP runs from 6:00 to 8:00 on Tuesday nights from March 1 to April 12 at the Fall River Police 

Station.  Week 1 will be an introduction of all the participants and their roles in the community and in 

ESCAPE.  Week 2 will discuss drug information, differentiating between drug using and drug dealing, and 

what can be done with this information.  Week 3 will focus on heroin (what it looks like, how it is used and 

the short-term and long term effects of heroin use).  Week 4 will entail the steps that a family member or 

concerned friend can take once they know an individual is using or is addicted.  Week 5 will feature a guest 

panel of individuals who have been affected by heroin addiction.  Week 6 will focus on ways that 

individuals, families and communities can help to address the problem.  Week 7 will be the series wrap up, 

providing a brief review of the series and an opportunity for the participants to provide feedback.  After 

completing the series, the participants will be able to HELPP Fall River ESCAPE substance abuse 

problems.

For more information about HELPP, please contact Christian McCloskey at 508-324-2419.

