City Teams Up with Community Partners to Beautify Neighborhoods 

Fall River, MA – May 28, 2009 – As part of Operation Cleanup Fall River, Mayor Robert Correia was joined today by Kenneth C. Pacheco, Director of the Department of Community Maintenance, Christian McCloskey, Youth Services Coordinator, members of eight city neighborhood associations and Dan Balboni, General Manager of Allied Waste Services of Fall River, to announce upcoming neighborhood clean up opportunities that will be taking place during the spring and summer of 2009. The city is teaming up with these community partners to get city residents involved in helping beautify their neighborhoods. 

“Residents should take advantage of this opportunity to properly dispose of the trash they have in their yards and basements. This is also a wonderful chance for those looking to get involved with the community to pitch in and help out,” said Mayor Robert Correia.

The neighborhood associations and the Youth Services Division will be recruiting volunteers to help clean places of recreation such as parks and beaches and will also be encouraging residents who have bulky items, such as couches, chairs, mattresses and other furniture as well as yard waste in general to participate as well. The Department of Community Maintenance will provide brooms, rakes, pick-sticks, gloves and trash bags. The morning of the cleanup, Allied Waste will drop off two 30 yard containers in a central location of the neighborhood and volunteers will bring the trash collected to these central locations. Containers will be picked-up at the end of the cleanup. 

“Getting everyone involved and motivated helps stop illegal dumping and makes our neighborhoods cleaner and safer. It’s very important and rewarding,” stated Councilor Pat Casey, President of the Sandy Beach Neighborhood Association.

Clean ups will take place on Saturdays, beginning June 13 until August 8, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

As part of National Night Out, a collaborative event organized by the Youth Services Division with the Mayor’s Office and the District Attorney’s Office as part of the  Weed and Seed Program, on Tuesday, August 4, a  group of volunteers will also be at Griffin Park, in the Corky Row Neighborhood, at 1:00 p.m. to beautify the area.

“We are proud to be part of the Mayor’s initiative to have Pride City Wide. We are happy to join in this effort to help cleanup the neighborhoods and improve the environment,” added Dan Balboni of Allied Waste.

The 2009 Neighborhood cleanup schedule is as follows:

June 13            Bank Street Neighborhood Association

June 20            Sandy Beach Association                                                       

June 27            Niagara Neighborhood Association                                        

July 11             Father Kelly Neighborhood Association                                            

July 18             Maplewood Neighborhood Association                                 

July 25             Highland Neighborhood Association                                     

August 1         Flint Merchant Association                                                     

August 8         Lower Highlands/Historic Downtown Association   

Anyone interested in being part of the cleanups should contact the Mayor’s Office at 508-324-2600 or their neighborhood association president. 

Residents looking to dispose of tires, televisions, computer monitors, paint, oils, large appliances, microwave ovens, air conditioners should contact the Department of Community Maintenance at 508-324-2584 or stop by the City Garage at 10 Lewiston Street to pay, schedule, or drop-off these items. 

Also present at the press conference were:  Councilor Steven Camara and Jim Bartley of the Lower Highlands/Historic Downtown Association, Jen Boulay and Fern Sousa of the Bank Street Neighborhood Association, Santi DiRuzzi of the Highland Neighborhood Association, Rosemary LaPointe, of the Father Kelly Association, Jeannie Santos of the Maplewood Neighborhood Association, as well as CJ Ferry and Helen Rego of the Niagara Neighborhood Association.

